
GRADE 7 SCIENCE

Fingerprints
Name: Date:

INQUIRY

China was the first civilisation to use fingerprints for identification — over 2,000 years ago!
How unique are they really?

Discuss with your partner. Write your initial ideas below:

Key Vocabulary

Term Definition

Fingerprint Unique pattern of ridges on fingertips.

Arch Ridges flow from one side to the other.

Loop Ridges enter and exit from the same side.

Whorl Circular pattern of ridges.

Part A — Classification

1. Name and describe the three main fingerprint patterns: arch, loop, whorl. [3 marks]

2. Take your own fingerprint using pencil and tape. Which pattern is it? Is your left thumb the same as your right? [3
marks]



Part B — Analysis

3. Explain why fingerprint evidence alone might not be enough to convict someone. What other evidence would
strengthen the case? [3 marks]

Part C — Extension

4. Modern Chinese ID cards include fingerprint data. Korean residence cards do too. German ID cards added
fingerprints in 2021. Why did Germany add them so much later? What are the arguments for and against? [4
marks]
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